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Laughton All Saints’ C of E Primary School 

 

Whole School Policy for Geography 

 

Intent 

Geography teaches an understanding of the world around us. Through their work in Geography, 

children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the 

United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they 

develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing 

knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other 

cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables 

them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind. 

The aims of Geography are: 

1. To inspire pupils’ curiosity to discover more about the world; 
2. To enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world and the 

location of the world’s continents, countries, cities, seas and oceans; 
3. To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and 

understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country; 
4. To allow children to learn geographic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps; 
5. To enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and 

global level; 
6. To help children understand how the human and physical features of a place shapes it 

location and can change over time 
7. To provide opportunities to study mathematics across the curriculum through geography 

lessons  
8. To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of 

what ‘global citizenship’ means. 
 

Implementation 

Foundation Stage 

We will begin the teaching of Geography in Foundation Stage as the children begin developing their 
knowledge, skills and understanding of the world around them. The Early Years Foundation Stage 
objectives will be taught through indoor and outdoor play, carefully planned activities and guided 
group work.  
 
Staff in the Foundation Stage follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile and Development Matters 

and offer the children meaningful activities which aid their development in Geography. They know about 

similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 

traditions. Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and 

living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments 

might vary from one another. 

 

Key Stage 1 and 2 

As the children move into Key Stage 1, they will build on their previous learning. Children will access 
a variety of resources to learn about their local environment, places around the world and aspects of 
human and physical geography. In Key Stages 1 and 2, planning is directly linked to the objectives 
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within the National Curriculum subject content for Geography. Staff also use Chris Quigley Essentials 
to break down the objectives into skills needed for our spiral curriculum and retrieval throughout 
school. On every appropriate occasion, teachers will use first-hand experience, visits, visitors, 
artefacts and the local and wider environment to engage children’s interest and imagination. 
Geography will be an opportunity to develop oracy and debate, as well as key Literacy and Numeracy 
skills.  
 
Due to our mixed year groups, planning is on a two year cycle to ensure coverage and that topics are 
addressed in the appropriate key stages. Teachers will plan lessons regarding the school’s local 
environment at the beginning of each year. This ensures that children embed key knowledge and 
vocabulary locally and through first-hand experiences before moving on to locations that are further 
afield.  Fieldwork experiences are used to deepen children’s understanding, collect and analyse data 
and provide evidence.  
 
As a result of our school’s location, every two years, the children in Key Stage Two will undertake a 
project regarding road safety and alternative transport measures. This will encourage children and 
families to consider the implications of certain methods of transport.  
 

Special Education Needs and Disabilities 

Any children with identified SEND or in receipt of Pupil Premium funding may have work additional to 

and different from their peers in order to access the curriculum successfully. Teachers differentiate 

appropriately to meet the needs of the children in the class and therefore, the outcomes of tasks will 

be different for certain children. Children are assessed using PIVATs scales and our school also has 

a Nurture Group provision. As well as this, our school offers a demanding and varied curriculum, 

providing children with a range of opportunities in order for them to reach their full potential and 

consistently achieve highly from their starting points.  

Assessment and monitoring 

Our Geography curriculum is high quality, well thought-out and is planned to demonstrate 

progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and skills and discreet vocabulary progression 

also forms part of the units of work. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction 

between physical and human processes and how this affects landscapes and environments. 

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods:  

 Assessing children’s understanding of topic linked vocabulary before and after the unit is 

taught. 

 Summative assessment of pupil discussions about their learning. 

 Images and videos of the children’s practical learning. 

 Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 

 Moderation staff meetings where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the opportunity for 

a dialogue between teachers to understand their class’s work.  

 Annual reporting of standards across the curriculum. 

 Marking of written work. 

 Geography portfolio 

 

Impact 

Geography lessons inspire children’s curiosity about the world around them whilst building a respect 

and interest in other cultures. Children will have a good knowledge of the physical and human aspects 

of Geography and will be able to use sources such as fieldwork, maps, globes and data to deepen 

this knowledge. Geography will also be an opportunity to use cross-curricular Maths such as graphs, 

statistics and scales. 
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Assessment of Geography is carried out through marking of written work; through teacher observation 

of children during lessons and the progression of skills shown. Statutory judgements of WTS or EXS 

are reported to parents at the end of each school year or Emerging, Expected and Exceeding in EYFS. 

Teachers use the National Curriculum expectations, Early Learning Goals and the Chris Quigley skills 

document to support them in their decision when awarding this assessment. 

All year groups gather evidence of work towards the key skills in each year group, for a sample of pupils 

in a whole-school Geography portfolio. This builds a basis for shared moderation, ensuring that work 

and expectations in each year group are pitched accurately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


