
SEMI-COLONS 
CHALLENGE A 

A semi-colon can be used to join two closely-linked, full sentences. If you’re not sure where to put it, often it is 
where a conjunction could go, or where a full stop would separate the two sentences.  

It was a beautiful morning for a walk so he set off quite happily. 
It was a beautiful morning for a walk; he set off quite happily. 

 
Find the conjunction in each sentence and highlight it. Re-write the sentence, replacing the conjunction with a 

semi-colon. 
; 

1. The spaceship door swung open and an unusual figure strode out. 
2. She was exhausted for she had worked extremely late the night before. 
3. High in the trees, the birds twittered so the wood was alive with beautiful music. 
4. Leaves fluttered softly to the ground and a soft red carpet emerged.  
5. Benjamin glanced in the treasure chest but it was empty.  
6. Contact me tomorrow because I’ll know the answer by then.  

 

CHALLENGE B 
Semi-colons (;) can also be used in a list, to avoid confusion. 

You can choose a colour combination: red and blue; green and yellow; or pink and purple. This shows that 
red and blue are together, there is not a red option and a blue option. When you use commas in a list, you 

don’t put a comma before the last item, but you do with semi-colons.  
 

Punctuate these lists using a colon and semi-colons.  
 
7. Each woodland animal lives in its own cosy home badger, in his set rabbit, in her burrow and fox in his 
den.  
8. The pairs were set for the project Sadie and Gabby Ellie and Katie Joel and Sam.  
 

COLONS 
CHALLENGE A 

When punctuating a list, a colon (:) is used to introduce the list. The clause before the colon, should make sense 
on its own.  

The recipe required a variety of nuts: hazelnuts, peanuts and cashew nuts.  
Insert the colon and commas and rewrite the sentence. : 
1. Don’t forget to do your chores the washing ironing and dusting.  
2. Collect the ice-cream ingredients fresh cream skimmed milk and ripe strawberries.  
3. I bought several beach toys a bucket a spade a ball and a kite. 
4. The school offered three clubs for its pupils art and craft dance and chess.  

 

CHALLENGE B 
Colons often introduce an explanation. The phrase that comes after the colon usually explains or expands on 

what came before it.  
He was terrified: his palms were sweating and his face appeared flushed. 

 
Punctuate these sentences with a colon and rewrite.  
5. I have two favourite sports swimming and cycling. 
6. At the seaside, the waves crashed noisily against the shore the storm had whipped up a frenzy of sea-
foam.  
7. Her project was doomed to fail she had run out of time to finish it. 
8. The host made an announcement, “You are all staying for dinner.” 

 


