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 Cycle A
	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	School Focus
	Drawing

Core Element – Tone – used to create depth

Key Tool – Pencil Dictionaries – visual references that help children choose the right tonal technique for their work.
	Painting Revisit
Christmas Cards
	Other Art Project
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day cards, observational drawing from a photo.
	Painting
Each painting unit will focus on the element of art tone (year 1-6). Children will develop their knowledge of colour and brush control. 
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Cards, observational drawing from a photo.

	
	
	
	
	Painting Revisit
Easter Cards
	
	

	EYFS 
	Focus: Introduction to mark-making through abstract art
Artist: Kandinsky
· Explore expressive lines and simple shapes
· Introduce basic pencil pressure (light vs dark).
· Begin building a simple pencil dictionary (e.g. scribble, dots, lines).
Technique: Controlled mark-making.
	Painting Revisit
Create a winter painting using white and blue shades on dark paper, exploring stippling and swirl techniques.
	Collage – natural objects
Andy Goldsworthy/ Richard Shilling
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait: Focus on including all key facial features, such as, eyelashes, pupils, ears, and freckles. Encourage close observation and attention to detail.
	Focus: Introduction to routines and paint mixing.

Artist: Kandinsky
Skills: 
· Exploring primary colours
· Beginning to mix colours informally
· Creating expressive abstract art
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait: Focus on including all key facial features, such as, eyelashes, pupils, ears, and freckles. Encourage close observation and attention to detail.

	
	
	
	
	Painting revisit
Easter cards - my spring picture. Exploring mixing red, white, blue and yellow to make a spring painting, exploring stippling and swirl techniques.
	
	

	KS1
	Focus: Drawing with shape – houses and buildings
Artist: L.S.Lowry
· Use 2D geometric shapes to build forms.
· Introduce tonal shading to show the difference between light and shadow.
Technique: Hatching
	Painting Revisit
Paint Christmas trees, mixing green shades and adding decorations, using brush strokes like stippling and swirls lie (Henri Rousseau style).
	Sculpture – 2D shapes cardboard sculptures
Juan Miro
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait: Focus on including all key facial features, such as eyelashes, pupils, ears, and freckles. Encourage close observation and attention to detail.
	Focus: Creating texture using brush techniques.
Artist: Claude Monet
Skills:
· Introducing stippling technique
· Mixing secondary colours
· Exploring Impressionist style through painted marks.
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait: Focus on including all key facial features, such as eyelashes, pupils, ears, and freckles. Encourage close observation and attention to detail.

	
	
	
	
	Painting revisit
Easter cards, Spring paintings, use stippling to create spring Rousseau style gardens.
	
	

	LKS2
	Focus: Understanding form – drawing 3D shape sculptures
Theme: Solid Forms
· Explore how light falls on 3D shapes (spheres, cubes, cones).
· Apply tonal contrast using pencil dictionaries.
Technique: Smooth shading (blending with pencil only)
	Painting Revisit
Painting Bethlehem scenes, focusing on silhouette landscapes and creating movement in the sky through swirls and stippling techniques (Van Gogh style sky).
	Printing – Collograph prints
Gordy Wright/ Sarah Alps
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait:
Learn how to draw noses, focusing on tone. Use a range of pencil techniques and refer to pencil dictionaries to build depth and realism.

	Focus: Exploring colour contrasts and form.

Artist: Georgia O’Keefe
Skills: 
· Identifying and using complementary colours
· Painting in the style of Modernism.
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait:
Learn how to draw noses, focusing on tone. Use a range of pencil techniques and refer to pencil dictionaries to build depth and realism.


	
	
	
	
	Painting revisit
Easter cards, silhouette cross with dawn/dusk sky, creating movement like Van Gogh.
	
	

	UKS2
	Focus: Composition and spatial awareness – perspective drawing 
Artist: L.S.Lowry (revisited)
· Understand one-point and two-point perspective in drawing urban environments.
· Apply tonal contrast to reinforce distance and depth. 
Technique: Directional shading (following contour lines). 
	Painting Revisit
Paint Christmas Candles, mixing different orange tones for the flame, and red and greens for the foliage.
	Printing – monoprints, lino printing
Islamic Art/ William Morris
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait:
Explore different hairstyles, using tone to represent textures and volume. Apply pencil control techniques to show detail and depth.
	Focus: Abstract composition and texture.

Artist: Kandinsky (revisited)
Skills:
Developing complex abstract compositions
Exploring paint texture through layering and mark-making.

	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait:
Explore different hairstyles, using tone to represent textures and volume. Apply pencil control techniques to show detail and depth.

	
	
	
	
	Painting revisit
Easter cards, abstract patterned eggs, repeated geometric patterns, using painting dictionary ideas.
	
	


NB. Be sensitive when introducing Mother’s Day and Father’s Day cards. Present the activity as making a card for someone special to the child.
Cycle B                                                 
	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	School Focus
	Drawing

Core Element – Tone – used to create depth

Key Tool – Pencil Dictionaries – visual references that help children choose the right tonal technique for their work.
	Painting Revisit
Christmas Cards
	Other Art Project
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day cards, observational drawing from a photo.
	Painting
Each painting unit will focus on the element of art tone (year 1-6). Children will develop their knowledge of colour and brush control. 
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Cards, observational drawing from a photo.

	
	
	
	
	Painting Revisit
Easter Cards
	
	

	EYFS 
	Focus: Observing and drawing patterns in nature.

Theme: Natural Patterns
· Explore lines, curves, and repeated shapes found in nature.
· Refine pencil control and start categorising pencil strokes in a basic dictionary.
Technique: Controlled mark-making 
	Painting Revisit
Paint snowmen using circles, starting with white and adding blue, focusing on painting lines closely together.
	Printing – printing with found objects
Paul Klee/ Becky Bailey
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait: Focus on including all key facial features, such as, eyelashes, pupils, ears, and freckles. Encourage close observation and attention to detail. 
	Focus: Colour mixing and painting with control.

Artist: Mondrian
Skills: 
· Developing routines around paint use
· Mixing primary colours to make secondary colours
· Painting geometric shapes with control
· Creating structured abstract compositions.
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait: 
Focus on including all key facial features, such as, eyelashes, pupils, ears, and freckles. Encourage close observation and attention to detail.

	
	
	
	
	Painting revisit
Easter cards – paint easter eggs, start with a small oval, mix a light colour and make it gradually darker.
	
	

	KS1
	Focus: Creating imaginative characters using shape 

Artist: Phlegm (street artists)
· Use 2D shapes in creative ways to build figures and scenes.
· Focus on how tone adds depth to flat shapes.

Technique: Cross-hatching
	Painting Revisit
Paint Christmas Stars.
Use black paper, mixing different orange and yellow shades, suing brush strokes – painting dictionary.
	Collage – mixed media Cubism portraits 
Picasso/ Georges Braque
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait:
Learn how to draw eyes, with a focus on the element of art: tone. Practise adapting pencil pressure and suing pencil dictionaries to create depth in the portrait.

	Focus: Imaginative leaf shapes, pattern and tone

Artist: Henri Rousseau
Skills: 
· Painting imaginative scenes in an impressionist/fantasy pattern and texture.
· Mixing and applying secondary colours
· Beginning to experiment with tone for effect.
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait:
Learn how to draw eyes, with a focus on the element of art: tone. Practise adapting pencil pressure and suing pencil dictionaries to create depth in the portrait.


	
	
	
	
	Painting Revisit:
Easter cards, paint a cross with bright yellow rays behind it, focusing on mixing different browns and yellows and oranges, using painting dictionary techniques.
	
	

	LKS2
	Focus: Drawing from observation – still life

Theme: Turning 3D shape into real-world objects
· Observe and draw objects using tone to show depth.
· Introduce drawing surface changes (wood, glass, cloth).

Technique: Contour lines
	Painting Revisit
Paint holly and berries, focusing on mixing different greens and using painting dictionary techniques.

	Collage - Recycled materials, creating depth
Eileen Downes/ Kurt Schwitters
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portraits: Learn how to draw lips applying and understanding of tone. Practise varying pencil pressure to show form and shadow effectively.
	Focus: Expressive brushwork and colour theory.

Artist: Vincent Van Gogh
Skills: 
· Using stippling and expressive brush strokes
· Developing understanding of complementary colours
· Exploring Impressionism and emotional tone.
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portraits: Learn how to draw lips applying and understanding of tone. Practise varying pencil pressure to show form and shadow effectively.

	
	
	
	
	Painting Revisit
Easter cards, paint spring flowers, bring in real flowers for children to paint revisit what they learnt about Georgia O’Keefe.

	
	

	UKS2
	Focus: Expression and distortion

Artist: Pablo Picasso
· Explore distorted proportion and expressive form.
· Use pencil dictionaries to exaggerate light, shadow, and texture for emotional effect.

Technique: Tonal layering (gradually building layers for depth and drama).
	Painting Revisit
Paint Christmas Robins, mixing different red tones for the robin’s breast, mixing different browns to show the texture and depth of the robin’s feathers.
	Sculpture - Soft sculpture
Claes Oldenburgh/ Andy Warhol
	Drawing Revisit
Mother’s Day Portrait: Learn how to draw accurate facial proportions using a grid method. Emphasise the use of tone by adapting pencil pressure and using pencil dictionaries to add depth and realism.
	Focus: Symbolic design and layered tone.

Style: Modern Islamic Art
Skills: 
· Exploring Arabesque patterns and cultural symbolism
· Using painting dictionaries to add tonal depth
· Layering paint to build depth and richness in design
· Applying tone deliberately to enhance form and impact.
	Drawing Revisit
Father’s Day Portrait: Learn how to draw accurate facial proportions using a grid method. Emphasise the use of tone by adapting pencil pressure and using pencil dictionaries to add depth and realism.

	
	
	
	
	Painting Revisit
Easter cards, symbolic Christian imagery, empty tomb, three crosses on a hill – use painting dictionaries to create depth.
	
	


NB. Be sensitive when introducing Mother’s Day and Father’s Day cards. Present the activity as making a card for someone special to the child.
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